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Spain 
Population (January 2013): 46 727 890 

Human development Index (2013): 0.869 

HAV vaccine recommendations:  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Seroprevelance studies by quality 
score: 
 
Seroprevelance studies timeframe: 

HAV vaccination is universally recommended and covered for 
children aged between 15 and 24 months in Ceuta and 
Melilla (13 years old catch-up), and; for children aged 
between 12 months and 6 years old in Catalonia (11-12 
years old catch-up). Vaccination is recommended for:  
1. travellers to endemic areas 
2. patients with chronic hepatic disease (including 
asymptomatic VHB patients) 
3. household contacts of an HAV patient 
4. haemophiliacs 
5. institutionalised children 
6. people with occupational exposure, e.g. nursery staff, 
healthcare workers, sewage workers 
7. MSM 
8. PWID. 
 
score 0: 19 studies;  
score 1: 21 studies;  
score 2: 13 studies 
 
1977–2013 

 

 

A total of 24 studies were included for the period 1975–1990 andall estimated a HAV seroprevalence above 50%. 

by age 30 years On the other hand, only three studies of lower quality estimated the seroprevalence to be over 
50% by age of 15 (Figure 1). 

For the period 1991–1999 we included 31 studies. Seven of these reported seroprevalence by age 30, three 
estimated seroprevalence levels above 50% and four below 50%. No study estimated seroprevalence over 50% by 
age 15 (Figure 1).  

A total of 15 studies were included from 2000 onwards. All estimated a HAV seroprevalence at less than 50% by 30 
years old and less than 20% at the age of 15. Therefore, Spain, likely transitioned from low to very low endemicity 
in the 1990s and remains a very low endemicity country after 2000.  

Spain_Table 1. Hepatitis A seroprevalence level by time period 

 Very low endemicity Low endemicity Intermediate endemicity 

1975–1989    

1990–1999    

2000–2013    

Incidence data (Figure 2) are available from TESSy and two published studies since 2005. The incidence has been 
low to very low, ranging from 1.1 to 5.5 per 100 000 over the period.  

The susceptibility among adults is moderate, as susceptibility levels are around 60–70%, by 30 years of age 
however the susceptibility quota steeply decreases and less than 20% are susceptible after age 45. 

Seroprevalence assessment: very low  
Incidence assessment: low  
Susceptibility in adults: moderate 
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Spain_Figure 1 (panel a). Summary of seroprevalence in Spain, by age and time period.  

Panel a.1: 1975–1989 

  

Panel a.2: 1990–1999 
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Panel a.3: 2000–2013 

 

Spain_Figure 1 (panel b). Summary of seroprevalence in Spain, by age and time period (1975-2013). 
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Spain_Figure 2. Reported incidence of hepatitis A, Spain, 2005–2013. 
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