Hepatitis A virus in the EU/EEA 1975-2014

Romania

Population (January 2013): 20 020 074

Human development Index (2013): 0.785

HAV vaccine recommendations: HAV vaccination is not included in the National Immunization
Programme. HAV vaccination is utilised as an intervention
measure for children in an outbreak/epidemic situation.

Seroprevalence studies by quality score 0: 4 studies;

score: score 1: 0 studies;
score 2: 1 study

Seroprevalence studies timeframe: 1980-2002

Seroprevalence assessment: intermediate
Incidence assessment: intermediate
Risk of infection >30 years: low

HAV seroprevalence studies conducted in Romania over the period 1980-2002 show very similar patterns of the
presence of anti-HAV antibodies in the population increasing with age. No epidemiological transition is evident over
this period (Figure 1). In more details, the most recent study from Kurkela et al. (Kurkela 2012) reports a
seroprevalence of 45% in children below 10; increasing to 62% in children aged 10-19, and reaching 90% in those
aged 30 and older. This profile is characteristic of a country at intermediate endemicity.

Romania_Table 1. Hepatitis A seroprevalence level by time period

_ Very low endemicity Intermediate endemicity

1975-1989
1990-1999
2000-2013

The incidence of acute hepatitis A in Romania is available from 1990 and shows a steep decrease over the decade
from almost 300/100 000 to values comprised between 50 and 100/100 000 at the turn of the century. Since 2006,
incidence is reported at below 50/100 000 with a decreasing trend (Figure 2).

The susceptibility among adults is low, as susceptibility levels are below 25%.by 30 years and older
Romania_Figure 1 (panel a). Summary of seroprevalence in Romania, by age and time period
Panel a.1: 1975-1989
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Romania_Figure 1 (panel b). Summary of seroprevalence in Romania, by age and time period (1975-
2013)
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Romania_Figure 2. Reported incidence of hepatitis A, Romania, 1990-2013*
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*National data source: personal communication from ECDC National Focal Point/Operational Contact Point, National Institute of
Public Health
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