
EU Threats

On 31 December 2019, the Wuhan Municipal Health and Health Commission reported a cluster of pneumonia cases of unknown 
aetiology with a common source of exposure at Wuhan's 'South China Seafood City' market. Further investigations identified a 
novel coronavirus as the causative agent of respiratory symptoms for these cases. The outbreak rapidly evolved, affecting other 
parts of China and other countries worldwide. On 30 January 2020, WHO declared that the outbreak of coronavirus disease 
(COVID-19) constituted a Public Health Emergency of International Concern (PHEIC), accepting the Committee's advice and 
issuing temporary recommendations under the International Health Regulations (IHR). On 11 March 2020, the Director-General 
of WHO declared the COVID-19 outbreak a pandemic.

COVID-19 associated with SARS-CoV-2 – Multi-country (World) – 2019 - 2021
Opening date: 7 January 2020 Latest update: 12 May 2021

Update of the week
Since week 2021-17 and as of week 2021-18, 5 453 333 new cases of COVID-19 (in accordance with the applied case 
definitions and testing strategies in the affected countries) and 90 133 new deaths have been reported.

Globally, since 31 December 2019 and as of week 2021-18, 158 673 640 cases of COVID-19 (in accordance with the applied 
case definitions and testing strategies in the affected countries) have been reported, including 3 299 568 deaths.

In the EU/EEA, 31 545 500 cases have been reported, including 703 975 deaths.

More details are available here. The latest daily situation update for the EU/EEA is available here.

A dengue epidemic is ongoing in France, Réunion.

Dengue outbreak - France, Réunion - 2021
Opening date: 29 April 2021 Latest update: 12 May 2021

Update of the week
In Réunion, French authorities have reported 11 693 confirmed dengue cases for 2021, including 1 970 confirmed cases in 
week 16 and 1 626 cases in week 17, with the whole territory affected. Among the hospitalised dengue cases, 21% had severe 
dengue, which is a higher proportion than in 2019 (17%) and 2020 (16%). Ten deaths are considered directly related to 
dengue. This represents an increase of 3 829 cases and eight deaths since the last CDTR report with data as of 28 April 2021.
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Non EU Threats

An outbreak in a group of individuals with signs and symptoms of a neurological syndrome of unknown cause has been 
detected in New Brunswick, Canada.

New! Cluster of neurological syndrome of unknown cause - Canada - 2013-
2020
Opening date: 10 May 2021 Latest update: 12 May 2021

Update of the week

Reported influenza activity in Europe remains at inter-seasonal levels.

Influenza – Multi-country – Monitoring 2020/2021 season
Opening date: 14 October 2020 Latest update: 12 May 2021

Update of the week
Influenza activity remains at or below the inter-seasonal level.
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COVID-19 associated with SARS-CoV-2 – Multi-country (World) – 2019 - 2021
Opening date: 7 January 2020 Latest update: 12 May 2021

Epidemiological summary
Summary: Since 31 December 2019 and as of week 2021-18, 158 673 640 cases of COVID-19 (in accordance with the applied 
case definitions and testing strategies in the affected countries) have been reported, including 3 299 568 deaths. 

Cases have been reported from: 
Africa: 4 634 819 cases; the five countries reporting most cases are South Africa (1 596 595), Morocco (513 864), Tunisia (321 
837), Ethiopia (262 702) and Egypt (237 410).
Asia: 38 062 908 cases; the five countries reporting most cases are India (22 662 575), Iran (2 640 670), Indonesia (1 713 684), 
Iraq (1 112 725) and Philippines (1 101 990).
America: 64 303 763 cases; the five countries reporting most cases are United States (32 707 797), Brazil (15 209 990), Argentina 
(3 165 058), Colombia (3 015 301) and Mexico (2 366 496).
Europe: 51 599 270 cases; the five countries reporting most cases are France (5 777 087), Turkey (5 031 332), Russia (4 880 
262), United Kingdom (4 434 860) and Italy (4 111 210).
Oceania: 72 175 cases; the five countries reporting most cases are Australia (29 923), French Polynesia (18 790), Papua New 
Guinea (12 226), Guam (8 043) and New Zealand (2 288).
Other: 705 cases have been reported from an international conveyance in Japan. 

Deaths have been reported from: 
Africa: 124 427 deaths; the five countries reporting most deaths are South Africa (54 735), Egypt (13 904), Tunisia (11 468), 
Morocco (9 072) and Ethiopia (3 888).
Asia: 513 637 deaths; the five countries reporting most deaths are India (246 116), Iran (74 524), Indonesia (47 012), Pakistan 
(18 993) and Philippines (18 472).
America: 1 566 687 deaths; the five countries reporting most deaths are United States (581 754), Brazil (423 229), Mexico (219 
089), Colombia (78 342) and Argentina (67 821).
Europe: 1 093 462 deaths; the five countries reporting most deaths are United Kingdom (127 605), Italy (122 833), Russia (113 
326), France (106 421) and Germany (84 829).
Oceania: 1 349 deaths; the five countries reporting most deaths are Australia (910), French Polynesia (141), Guam (139), Papua 
New Guinea (121) and New Zealand (26).
Other: 6 deaths have been reported from an international conveyance in Japan.

EU/EEA: 
As of week 2021-18, 31 545 500 cases have been reported in the EU/EEA: France (5 777 087), Italy (4 111 210), Spain (3 581 
392), Germany (3 527 251), Poland (2 835 083), Czechia (1 645 448), Netherlands (1 563 850), Romania (1 066 731), Belgium (1
 017 782), Sweden (1 007 792), Portugal (839 740), Hungary (792 386), Austria (627 076), Bulgaria (410 202), Slovakia (385 
786), Greece (362 004), Croatia (344 747), Denmark (259 988), Lithuania (258 623), Ireland (252 809), Slovenia (246 231), 
Estonia (125 337), Latvia (123 963), Norway (116 441), Finland (88 866), Cyprus (69 432), Luxembourg (68 291), Malta (30 458), 
Iceland (6 519) and Liechtenstein (2 975).

As of week 2021-18, 703 975 deaths have been reported in the EU/EEA: Italy (122 833), France (106 421), Germany (84 829), 
Spain (78 895), Poland (70 034), Czechia (29 711), Romania (29 034), Hungary (28 693), Belgium (24 578), Netherlands (17 
319), Portugal (16 993), Bulgaria (16 929), Sweden (14 173), Slovakia (12 051), Greece (11 029), Austria (10 121), Croatia (7 
503), Ireland (4 921), Slovenia (4 617), Lithuania (4 045), Denmark (2 497), Latvia (2 212), Estonia (1 204), Finland (924), 
Luxembourg (802), Norway (767), Malta (417), Cyprus (336), Liechtenstein (58) and Iceland (29).

The latest daily situation update for the EU/EEA is available here.

Public Health Emergency of International Concern (PHEIC):
On 30 January 2020, the World Health Organization declared that the outbreak of COVID-19 constitutes a PHEIC. On 11 March 
2020, the Director-General of WHO declared the COVID-19 outbreak a pandemic. The third, fourth, fifth, sixth and seventh 
International Health Regulations (IHR) Emergency Committee meeting for COVID-19 were held in Geneva on 30 April 2020, 31 
July 2020, 29 October 2020, 14 January 2021 and 15 April 2021, respectively. The Committee concluded during these meetings 
that the COVID-19 pandemic continues to constitute a PHEIC.

II. Detailed reports
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https://www.ecdc.europa.eu/en/cases-2019-ncov-eueea
https://www.who.int/director-general/speeches/detail/who-director-general-s-opening-remarks-at-the-media-briefing-on-covid-19---11-march-2020
https://www.who.int/news-room/detail/01-05-2020-statement-on-the-third-meeting-of-the-international-health-regulations-(2005)-emergency-committee-regarding-the-outbreak-of-coronavirus-disease-(covid-19)
https://www.who.int/news-room/detail/01-08-2020-statement-on-the-fourth-meeting-of-the-international-health-regulations-(2005)-emergency-committee-regarding-the-outbreak-of-coronavirus-disease-(covid-19)
https://www.who.int/news/item/30-10-2020-statement-on-the-fifth-meeting-of-the-international-health-regulations-(2005)-emergency-committee-regarding-the-coronavirus-disease-(covid-19)-pandemic
https://www.who.int/news/item/15-01-2021-statement-on-the-sixth-meeting-of-the-international-health-regulations-(2005)-emergency-committee-regarding-the-coronavirus-disease-(covid-19)-pandemic
https://www.who.int/news/item/19-04-2021-statement-on-the-seventh-meeting-of-the-international-health-regulations-(2005)-emergency-committee-regarding-the-coronavirus-disease-(covid-19)-pandemic
https://ecdc.europa.eu/en/threats-and-outbreaks/reports-and-data/weekly-threats


ECDC assessment
For the most recent risk assessment, please visit ECDC's dedicated webpage.

Actions
Actions: ECDC published the 14th update of its rapid risk assessment on 15 February 2021. A dashboard with the latest updates 
is available on ECDC’s website.

Geographic distribution of 14-day cumulative number of reported COVID-19 cases per 
100 000 population, worldwide, 2021-w17 to 2021-w18

ECDC

Dengue outbreak - France, Réunion - 2021
Opening date: 29 April 2021 Latest update: 12 May 2021

Epidemiological summary
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https://www.ecdc.europa.eu/en
https://ecdc.europa.eu/en/threats-and-outbreaks/reports-and-data/weekly-threats


Since 1 January and as of 11 May 2021, 11 693 confirmed dengue cases including 10 deaths have been reported for 2021, 
according to French authorities. In 2019 and 2020, there were 18 206 and 16 050 cases, respectively. According to data 
submitted to The European Surveillance System, in 2019 there were 116 cases imported from Réunion to the EU/EEA, the 
majority of which were reported in mainland France.

ECDC assessment
Réunion is facing an outbreak of dengue of a magnitude comparable to 2019 and 2020. In those two years, the peak of the 
epidemic was reached between week 15 and week 19, which would suggest that the epidemic peak for this year 
might now have been reached. 

The likelihood of infection for EU/EEA citizens visiting or residing in Réunion is currently high if they do not apply protective 
measures, particularly in those communes where the circulation of the virus in intense (i.e. St Paul and Port and neighbouring 
communes). Personal protective measures against mosquito bites include the use of mosquito repellent, wearing long-sleeved 
shirts and long trousers, sleeping or resting in screened or air-conditioned rooms, and using mosquito nets. 

The likelihood for onward transmission of dengue in mainland EU/EEA is linked to importation of the virus by viraemic travellers 
into receptive areas with established and active competent vectors (i.e. Aedes albopictus). Aedes albopictus is established in a 
large part of southern EU. The current likelihood of the occurrence of local transmission events of dengue virus in mainland 
EU/EEA is low, as the environmental conditions are not favourable to vector activity and virus replication. Environmental 
conditions in the EU/EEA are expected to become more favourable for the growth of mosquito populations and virus replication of 
the vector in the coming months, reaching high vector abundance in the summer and early autumn. To date, all autochthonous 
outbreaks of dengue in mainland EU/EEA occurred between July and November. 

For a more detailed analysis about the dengue epidemiological situation in the Indian ocean region, consult ECDC's monthly 
dengue reports, the ECDC factsheet and ARS Reunion.

Actions
ECDC is monitoring this through its epidemic intelligence activities. ECDC produced a Threat Assessment Brief on “Dengue 
outbreak in Réunion, 2021”  published on 5 May 2021.

New! Cluster of neurological syndrome of unknown cause - Canada - 2013-2020
Opening date: 10 May 2021 Latest update: 12 May 2021

Epidemiological summary
A cluster of neurological syndrome of unknown cause has been reported in New Brunswick, Canada. As of 6 May 2021, 48 cases 
have been reported, including six deaths. In some cases, more information is needed to determine if the cause of death was a 
result of this syndrome. Most cases have dates of symptom onset between 2018-2020, except for one case who experienced 
symptoms in 2013, the gender ratio is 1:1 and age ranges between 18 and 85 years. 

Most cases live in the south-eastern and north-eastern regions of New Brunswick, around the Acadian Peninsula and Moncton 
areas. However, there is no evidence so far suggesting that residents of these regions are at higher risk. Some symptoms include 
memory problems, muscle spasms, balance issues, difficulty walking or falls, blurred vision or vision hallucinations, unexplained 
and significant weight loss, behaviour changes, and pain in the upper or lower limbs. A case definition was finalised on 5 March 
2021 and sent to New Brunswick physicians to encourage case finding. 

The Public Health Agency of Canada's Creutzfeldt-Jakob Disease Surveillance System (CJDSS) has actively investigated the 
possibility of human prion disease but to date all tests have been negative for known forms of human prion disease. 

There is an ongoing investigation from the authorities.

Source: Canadian local health authorities

ECDC assessment
More information is needed to better assess this event. EU/EEA citizens living in or travelling to New Brunswick, Canada, are 
advised to contact their healthcare provider if they experience symptoms described in this cluster to determine whether they may 
be related to this cluster investigation.

5/7

European Centre for Disease Prevention and Control (ECDC)
Postal address: ECDC 169 73 Solna, Sweden
Visiting address: Gustav III:s Boulevard 40, Solna, Sweden
ecdc.europa.eu

Epidemic Intelligence duty email: support@ecdc.europa.eu
Link to ECDC CDTR web page – including related PowerPoint© slides

The CDTR contains information that could be considered sensitive or is still under verification. Its distribution is restricted to intended users only.

COMMUNICABLE DISEASE THREATS REPORT Week 19, 9-15 May 2021

http://www.reunion.gouv.fr/dengue-a-la-reunion-vigilance-les-formes-graves-a8161.html
https://www.ecdc.europa.eu/en/publications-data/communicable-disease-threats-report-12-18-january-2020-week-3
https://www.ecdc.europa.eu/en/publications-data/communicable-disease-threats-report-13-19-december-2020-week-51
https://www.ecdc.europa.eu/en/disease-vectors/prevention-and-control/protective-measures-mosquitoes
https://www.ecdc.europa.eu/en/publications-data/aedes-albopictus-current-known-distribution-march-2021
https://www.ecdc.europa.eu/en/all-topics-z/dengue/surveillance-and-disease-data/autochthonous-transmission-dengue-virus-eueea
http://ecdc.europa.eu/dengue
http://ecdc.europa.eu/dengue
https://www.ecdc.europa.eu/en/dengue-fever/facts/factsheet
https://www.lareunion.ars.sante.fr/situation-de-la-dengue-a-la-reunion-0
https://www.ecdc.europa.eu/en/publications-data/threat-assessment-brief-dengue-epidemic-reunion-2021
https://www.ecdc.europa.eu/en/publications-data/threat-assessment-brief-dengue-epidemic-reunion-2021
https://www.ecdc.europa.eu/en/publications-data/threat-assessment-brief-dengue-epidemic-reunion-2021
https://www2.gnb.ca/content/gnb/en/departments/ocmoh/cdc/neuro_cluster.html
https://ecdc.europa.eu/en/threats-and-outbreaks/reports-and-data/weekly-threats


Actions
ECDC is monitoring this event and has contacted WHO and Canadian authorities.

Influenza – Multi-country – Monitoring 2020/2021 season
Opening date: 14 October 2020 Latest update: 12 May 2021

Epidemiological summary
2020-2021 season overview 
In the European Region, influenza activity has been at baseline level since the start of the season. 

The influenza epidemic did not increase above baseline, despite widespread and regular testing for influenza viruses, and has 
remained at a very low level throughout the season. This is likely due to the impact of the various public health and social 
measures to reduce transmission of SARS-CoV-2. 

The COVID-19 pandemic affected healthcare-seeking behaviours, healthcare provision, and testing practices and capacities in 
countries and areas of the European Region. From March 2020 onwards, this negatively impacted on the collection of 
epidemiologic and virologic influenza data. However, over the course of the 2020-2021 season, surveillance improved. Overall, 
compared to previous seasons, there was a small decrease in the number of samples tested, but there was a remarkable 
decrease (>99%) in the number of influenza infections detected, with the number of weekly detections being similar to inter-
seasonal periods. 

Sources: EuroMOMO | Flu News Europe | Influenzanet

ECDC assessment
Despite widespread and regular testing for influenza, reported influenza activity remains at a very low level, which is unusual. 
This is probably due to the impact of the various public health and social measures implemented to reduce transmission of SARS-
CoV-2. 

Actions
ECDC and WHO monitor influenza activity in the WHO European Region. Display of data will be updated on a weekly basis until 
the end of the regular influenza season timing (week 20 data) and on a monthly basis during the interseason. The data are 
available on the Flu News Europe website. 
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https://www.euromomo.eu/
https://flunewseurope.org/
http://influenzanet.info/#page/home
https://flunewseurope.org/
https://ecdc.europa.eu/en/threats-and-outbreaks/reports-and-data/weekly-threats


The Communicable Disease Threat Report may include unconfirmed information which may later prove to be unsubstantiated.
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