
• In Europe, HPAI A(H5N1) virus detections further declined during summer and remained at very low levels in both 
domestic and wild birds. No new HPAI A(H5N5) virus detections were reported.

• However, HPAI virus detections are expected to increase in the coming weeks with the arrival of migratory birds.
• Outside Europe, HPAI A(H5N1) virus has spread among local wild bird populations in Australia and has further spilled over 

to mammals following its first introduction to the Australian mainland in June. HPAI A(H5) viruses continued to be 
detected across the Americas, with Mexico reporting HPAI A(H7N3) virus detections in wild birds.

Avian influenza overview
June–August 2026*

HPAI outbreaks in birds and
human AI cases

Key figures and trends

12
Countries
in Europe**

18
Countries 

outside Europe

30
Countries
worldwide

+ =

Molecular characteristics of European AIV
from animals (since October 2025)

HPAI-affected bird categories in Europe (%)

In
Europe**

Outside 
Europe

7 75
HPAI outbreaks in 

domestic birds

103 88
HPAIV detections in 

wild birds

4 11
HPAIV detections in 

wild mammals

0 76
HPAIV detections in 
pets, domestic and 
captive mammals

0 15 AI cases in humans

Countries 
with publicly 
confirmed 

cases

*5 June to 28 August 2026

Predominant subtype:
HPAI A(H5N1), clade 2.3.4.4b

Predominant genotype: EA-2024-DI.2.1 (> 90%)

Several reassortant genotypes emerged in 
Europe, with EA-2026-FA, EA-2026-FB and 
EA-2025-FD showing wider circulation

High frequency of PB2 mammalian 
adaptative markers in HPAI A(H5) viruses 
from mammals

Recommendation: Strengthen awareness, 
biosecurity and surveillance in the coming weeks to 
improve early detection of HPAI viruses and prevent 
their spillover into poultry establishments.

Sources: ADIS/WOAH-WAHIS (birds), ECDC line list (humans);
**as defined in Table 1 of the report

Sources: EFSA/ADIS/WOAH-WAHIS (birds), EFSA/WOAH/USDA (mammals), ECDC line list 
(humans); **as defined in Table 1 of the report
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AI: avian influenza; AIV: avian influenza virus; HPAI: highly pathogenic 
avian influenza; HPAIV: highly pathogenic avian influenza virus
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