[bookmark: _Toc160729128]Appendix 4. List of core documents the country should provide during the PHEPA 
	Appendix name
	Function
	When to use it
	Purpose

	4. List of core documents
	List of suggested documents to be provided by the country to conduct the assessment process
	Preparatory period, before the country visit
	For information


As part of the assessment process, the country is requested to provide evidence supporting the responses submitted for each question in the Article 7 template and the SPAR.
This list offers guidance on the core documents that can be submitted to provide evidence on the country's level for each assessed aspect. These core documents are considered key for the assessment process. If available, the country is requested to provide them during the desk review phase. 
This list is not exhaustive; other relevant documents can also be provided by the country or requested by the assessment team. Some listed documents may not be applicable to all countries. The provided documents should be selected based on their relevance to the national context. Draft versions of relevant documents still under development can also be shared.
It is not required for countries to upload large numbers of documents related to each capacity, but only the ones considered relevant to support the assessment of the aspects included in the PHEPA process. As an indication, a number between three to eight documents per capacity is sufficient, understanding the differences between capacities and countries’ context.  
In case some documents are considered confidential for the country, these should not be submitted during the desk review; however, a short summary of their key aspects (title, main content, expected timeline for update) could be provided instead.
The documents can be provided in the original language. 
	Corresponding capacity
	Core documents to provide

	General document
	National prevention, preparedness and response plan

	Capacity 1. IHR coordination and 
implementation
	Legal instruments available in the country regarding preparedness and response. 

	
	Document describing the multisectoral coordination mechanisms in place for IHR implementation

	Capacity 2. Financing
	Legislation, regulations, policies and financial plans related to disease control during public health emergencies and IHR capacities; 

	Capacity 3. Laboratory
	Document describing the plan for scaling up laboratory testing in the event of a public health emergency 

	
	Document(s) describing how the validation of newly introduced devices for the diagnosis of the novel pathogen is handled e.g. during the COVID-19 pandemic. 

	
	Laboratory biosafety and biosecurity guidelines and/or regulations

	
	National and or regional guidelines on laboratory quality standard

	Capacity 4. Surveillance 
	System-specific surveillance protocol (s)

	Capacity 5. Human resources
	Strategic multi-sectoral workforce surge plan for public health emergencies

	Capacity 6.  Health emergency management
	Document(s) describing health emergency risk profiling for serious cross-border threats to health

	
	Document reflecting the mechanism for the implementation of PHSMs during a public health emergency

	
	Copies of any government-issued policies or strategic plans related to MCMs

	
	Legal documents outlining regulations and laws governing the management and distribution of MCMs

	
	Documents (reports, studies etc) containing the results of gap analyses conducted on MCM supply and demand

	
	All-hazard risk informed health emergency plan

	Capacity 7. Health service provision
	A document with description of the operational plan for continuity of healthcare service 

	
	Document reflecting the stakeholders and process that ensures interdisciplinary crisis management coordination between all actors of the healthcare system

	Capacity 8. Risk communication and 
community engagement (RCCE)
	Any documentation that includes the risk communication plan or related processes (including subsequently Public Communication/Media relations plan, social media plan), either as part of the national preparedness and response plan or as its own discrete document. 

	
	Documentation outlining the mechanisms for coordination of RCCE-IM functions and resources

	
	Documentation that outlines the Community Engagement plans in the country

	Capacity 9. Points of entry (PoEs) and 
border health
	Public health emergency contingency plan for each PoE 

	
	Public health emergency contingency plan for each designated PoE

	
	Documents describing the national multisectoral process with mechanisms to determine the adoption of international travel-related measures

	Capacity 10. Zoonotic diseases and threats of 
environmental origin, including those due to the climate
	Governance and communication flow system among sectors, for peace and crisis times regarding One Health. (One Health strategy, if available)

	
	National adaptation plan for climate change

	Capacity 11. Chemical events
	Chemical preparedness and response plan or equivalent document(s)

	
	Documents or SOPs describing the procedures for a health risk assessment in case of a health threat from chemical origin, or its alternatives

	Capacity 12. Antimicrobial resistance (AMR) 
and healthcare associated infections (HAIs)
	AMR national action plan

	
	Legislation/mandates for national AMC and AMR surveillance

	
	Guidelines for MDRO mandatory reporting

	
	Legislation/mandates for national HAI surveillance

	
	Legislation/mandates for national infection prevention and control programme

	Capacity 13. Union level coordination and support functions
	Document(s) detailing the role of the HSC member and the flow of information between your MS and the HSC

	
	Examples of incorporation of HSC opinions, ECDC recommendations or other guidance into MS approach to response to health threats

	Capacity 14. Research development and evaluations to inform and accelerate emergency preparedness
	Document(s) describing the integration of the research aspect into the preparedness and response activities, including resources mapping or funding allocation 
Document(s) describing existing collaboration agreements, pre-approved protocols or rapid ethical clearance for operational research during a public health emergency

	Capacity 15. Recovery elements
	Recovery plan or recovery section included in the prevention, preparedness and response plan or equivalent document(s), possibly including or linking instructions on how to conduct AARs/IARs, or how to take the recommendations from a simulation exercise.

	
	National Action Planning for Health Security (NAPHS) or equivalent with embedded lessons captured through AARs or IARs described in the recovery plan.

	Capacity 16. Actions taken to improve gaps 
found in the implementation of prevention, preparedness, and response plans
	Last IHR SPAR reporting submitted to WHO (might be different than the one submitted as part of Article 7)

	
	National Action Planning for Health Security (NAPHS), other type of action plan or any equivalent document used in the country
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