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I recall last year, when I presented a report on antimicrobial resistance at the European Parliament’s 
ENVI Committee you asked me: “OK, so what happens now? What action is going to be taken as a 
result of this report?” 

 

Luckily, this afternoon we can give you a good answer. We will show how data collected by ECDC and 
EFSA is being used as a basis for EU-wide action. In 2005-2006, our joint analysis of animal-to-human 
diseases identified Salmonella as one of the diseases of most concern in the EU. Based on this analysis, 
DG SANCO devised a package of control measures – its Salmonella Action Plan – to reduce the 
prevalence of this infection in farm animals. 

 

Data produced by EFSA over the last 5 years has tracked the success of these measures in reducing 
Salmonella among animals. 

 

Data produced by ECDC over this period has shown the human health impact, namely a decrease in 
Salmonella among people in the EU. Looking at all the data together shows the validity of the idea 
behind the Action Plan – if you reduce Salmonella among farm animals and you will also reduce it 
among humans. 

 

The challenge now is to target other animal-to-human diseases in the same way. 

 

I hope that this is something we can explore together in this seminar. 

 

Mrs Roth-Behrendt, I too would like to thank you for hosting this seminar. 

 

I hope you will not mind if I describe you as being a “critical friend” of our Agencies – and also of 
DG SANCO. You have played a key role in shaping the EU system of health and consumer protection 
within which we all operate. But you are also keen to scrutinise ECDC, EFSA and other EU Agencies. 
You want know what our added value is.   
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