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Ebola treatment centres, Guinea

Photos: machable.com, msf.ie, Kathryn Edwards: Ebola treatment centres in Donka, Gueckedou, and Kamsar, Guinea 

Ebola treatment centres, Guinea



ECDC activities in West Africa

• Contact tracing and case finding

• Data management and reporting

• Training of MoH staff and other partners (e.g. red cross)

• Support to WHO central level: sitrep, data management, transmission chain

• Reactivation of alert and surveillance for other infectious diseases

Photos by ECDC staff on location in Guinea 3



ECDC response activities to the Ebola 
outbreak in West Africa

• 14 rapid risk assessments 
− 2014: 23 Mar, 8 Apr, 5 June, 1 Aug, 3/29 Sept, 13/17 Oct, 18 Nov

− 2015: 4 Feb, 15 Apr, 11 May, 1 July 2015, 13 Oct 

• Epidemiological updates 
(weekly and links to the CDTR)

• Updated factsheets

• ECDC assessed Ebola preparedness 
in Belgium, Portugal and Romania

• Media and social media activities 
(e.g. Facebok, Twitter, infographics, print media)
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ECDC, 17 February 2016

MERS CoV, Middle East respiratory 
syndrome coronavirus
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Transmission chain of 59 confirmed MERS-CoV cases in South 
Korea, reported between 20 May and 10 June 2015 (from 
RRA of 11 June, Figure 6)



ECDC, 17 February 2016

Zika virus disease: current outbreak

6Data as of 17 February 2016

In the past two months In the past nine months

Reported confirmed autochthonous cases of Zika virus infection



ECDC Zika virus response

Supporting documents

• Rapid risk assessments

• Epidemiological updates

• Factsheets for health professionals 
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Aedes mosquitoes in Europe

Aedes mosquitoes distribution as of January 2016
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Map updates available from: 
http://ecdc.europa.eu/en/activities/diseaseprogrammes/emerging_and_vector_borne_diseases/Pages/VBORNET.aspx

Aedes albopictusAedes aegyptus

Established Introduced Absent No data/unknown

http://ecdc.europa.eu/en/activities/diseaseprogrammes/emerging_and_vector_borne_diseases/Pages/VBORNET.aspx


EU enlargement countries: assessing 
public health capacities

European 
Neighbourhood 
Policy
Algeria, Armenia, 
Azerbaijan, Belarus, 
Egypt, Georgia, Israel, 
Jordan, Moldova, 
Morocco, 
Lebanon, Libya, 
Palestine**, Syria, 
Tunisia, Ukraine

* This designation is 
without prejudice to 
positions on status, 
and is in line with 
UNSCR 1244 and 
the ICJ Opinion on 
the Kosovo 
Declaration of 
Independence.

** This designation 
shall not be 
construed as 
recognition of a 
State of Palestine 
and is without 
prejudice to the 
individual positions 
of the Member 
States on this issue.

European Union 
(EU)
28 Member States

EEA/EFTA
EEA: EU Member 
States plus Iceland, 
Norway, 
Liechtenstein

EFTA: Iceland, 
Norway, 
Liechtenstein, 
Switzerland

EU candidate 
countries
Albania, the former 
Yugoslav Republic 
of Macedonia, 
Montenegro, Serbia, 
Turkey

Potential 
candidate 
countries 
Bosnia and 
Herzegovina, 
Kosovo*
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ECDC partnerships outside the EU

Partnerships with non-EU CDCs

• Develop close partnerships with the main centres for disease prevention and control across the globe

• EU technical reference points on issues related to communicable diseases for international and 
multinational organisations and public health stakeholders involved in global health

Memorandum of 
understanding

Administrative 
arrangement

Memorandum of 
understanding

Memorandum of 
understanding
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Migrant health?
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Migrant health



Human mortality, United States, 
1900−2000
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EAAD EU-level launch event
16 November

• Over 100 
participants: mainly 
EU health 
stakeholders, 
journalists and 
institutional partners 

• Coupled with EC 
media seminar

• Many journalists from 
all Member States

• Several stakeholders 
made a pledge to 
tackle AMR
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Vaccination policy in Europe is                      
not achieving its public health goals

Example: elimination of measles in Europe by 2010, 2015, 2020 (?!)

Source: TESSy data  on measles cases reported, 2015; measles vaccine coverage (two doses, 2012–2013) 14



Finding a new home for ECDC:
What happened in 2015 

Jun-Jul 2016
EP and Council 
approval

Dec 2016
Preparations 
until Feb 2018

Mar 2016
Questionnaire 
sent to EP and Council

First 
negotiated 
procedure

(Planning new 
procedure)

Evaluation of 
initial tenders

Negotiations
Evaluation 

of final 
tenders

May 2015
Cancellation due to
‘lack of competition’

Aug 2015
Launch of
second procedure

Oct 2015
Invitation 
to negotiations

Mar 2015
Launch of
first procedure

Feb 2016
Questionnaire 
sent to MB

Dec 2015
Invitation to 
final tender

Draft building 
Questionnaire

Management 
Board approval

European 
Parliament and 

Council 
approval

Contract 
signature

Interior design 
and 

installations

Jan 2016
Selection of 
successful tender

End Jul 2016
Communication 
current landlord

Planning for 2016
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Thank you!



EXTRA SLIDE



Downloadable 
data presentations

Promoting public health through all media 
channels
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Integrated 
public health
campaigns

Infographics

European Immunization Week, World TB Day, European 
Antibiotic Awareness Day, World AIDS Day
ECDC spreads its public health messages through comprehensive 
health communication campaigns. 
ECDC’s integrated approach uses a number of channels: social media, 
software tools, media contacts, print publications and focal points in 
Member States. Messages feature concise text and high-end visuals. 

In-depth disease
surveillance.
Cooperation with 
partner organisations


