
 
 
 
 
 

  

 

  

 

 

SURVEILLANCE REPORT 

 

Main surveillance  developments in week 
43 / 2009  
This first page contains the main developments this week and can be printed separately or together with the more 
detailed information following.  

 

Sentinel surveillance of influenza -like illness (ILI)/ acute respiratory illness (ARI ) : This week Iceland 
and Ireland reported very high levels of intensity , Sweden and the UK (Northern Ireland) reported high intensity 
and nine countries reported medium activity. Eight countries reported widespread activity and five reported 
regional activity. For more information click here.    

Virological surveillance : Sentinel physicians collected 2 375 respiratory specimens, of which 965 (41%) were 
positive for influenza virus. Influenza A(H1N1)v virus accounted for 82% of all influenza-positive sentinel and non-
sentinel specimens. For more information click here.    

Aggregate numbers of influenza A(H1N1)v : Czech Republic, Iceland, Italy, the Netherlands and Norway 
reported a total of eight deaths due to influenza A(H1N1)v. For more information click here.    

Hospital surveillance of severe acute respiratory infection (SARI):  One hundred and thirty -nine SARI 
cases were reported, of which fifty -three (38%) had n o known underlying medical condition. For more information 
click here.    

Qualitative reporting : No qualitative indicator data are available yet. For more information click here.    
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 The number of countries with medium to very high intensity influenza activity continues to 
increase. Seventeen out of 27 countries report a rising trend.  

 In sentinel samples, the proportion of influenza -like illness that tested positive for influenza has 
risen to 40%ða remarkably high percentage. 

 Among positive sentinel isolates, influenza A(H1N1)v accounts for 82%.  

 In 18ï59 year-old SARI patients, females were overrepresented.  

 In almost 40% of reported SARI cases, no underlying condition was identified. 
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Sentinel surveillance (ILI/ARI)  

Weekly analysis ï epidemiology  

For week 43/2009, 27 countries reported epidemiological data. For the activity intensity indicato rðnational 
network levels for ILI and/or ARI ðIceland and Ireland reported very high intensity  while Malta, Sweden and the 
UK (Northern Ireland) reported high activity . The following countries reported medium activity: Belgium, Bulgaria, 
Italy , the Netherlands, Norway, Spain and the UK (England, Scotland and Wales). All other countries reported low 
intensity.  

For the geographic spread indicator, an increase was noted from the previous week, with the following countries 
reporting widespread activity: Belgium, Iceland, Ireland,  the Netherlands, Norway, Spain and the UK (England and 
Wales). Austria, Germany, Malta, Sweden and the UK (Scotland) reported regional activity. All other countries 
reported sporadic or no activity. Seventeen countries reported an increasing trend of influenza activity compared 
to twelve i n the previous week; nine countries reported low or no activity with out any signs of an increasing trend. 
For the definitions of the intensity and geographic spread indicators, click here.  

From week 40/2009 to week 43/2009, influenza activity above baseline levels was reported in 13 countries, with 
12 of these still seeing an increasing trend in week 43. In most countries where influenza activity rose above 
baseline levels to date, the most affected age group includes those younger than 15 years of age.  

 
  

http://ecdc.europa.eu/en/activities/surveillance/EISN/Pages/SentinelSurveillance_Indicators.aspx
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Map  1: Intensity for week 43/2009  
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Map 2:  Geographic spread for week 43/2009  

 






















